Clacton Rugby Club
Mistley II’s


12 points;
Clacton Kestrels

17 points

Suffolk Merit League – Division Two
Saturday 10th December 2011 

It was a cold wind and a frosty pitch that greeted Clacton when they arrived at Furze Hill in Mistley for their Suffolk Merit League fixture this weekend. With Clacton positioned 3rd in the division and Mistley 4th it was another game that promised to be a close-fought contest. 

It was Mistley who elected to kick off and right from the start Clacton were looking to exert constant pressure. Early exchanges in the forwards saw the Kestrels coming out on top and enjoying by far the most possession. The new combination of Michael Pedder and Scott Amman in the back row proved to be very disruptive to the home side's game and midway through the first half the pressure finally told when Ian Eaton took the ball at pace through the centres, broke the defence and side-stepped his way past the last man to score the opening try. Ollie Redpath kicked the extra points and Clacton were 7-0 to the good. 

If not for a number of handling errors in the backs the score could have been much more in Clacton's favour but it was actually Mistley who were next to cross the try-line but due to some fantastic defending, the ball was deemed to be held-up over the line and Clacton were happy to reach the half-time whistle still 7-0 in front.

Although both clubs' first teams didn't have a fixture this weekend, the two sides that battled out this match were genuine second team sides. Youth and experience the order of the day. As the game wore on Clacton's forwards continued to dominate what was a very hard fought and close battle up front but time after time their hard work didn't get the reward it deserved as the backs continued to struggle in the handling department. They soon paid the price when Mistley were able to break away down the left wing to put their first points on the board with a try in the corner. A difficult conversion was missed but now just 2 points separated the sides.

However it only took another 8 minutes for Clacton to extend their lead when Scott Amman in his first game this season made a surging run beating 3 players close to the goal line and going over to make the score 12-5 to Clacton. Another difficult kick went astray but now Mistley would have to score twice in the remaining quarter of an hour to get the win.

They began that task well, but more due to a mix up in the Clacton defence than their own ambition, when the Kestrels failed to clear a loose ball in their own 22 which Mistley kicked through and pounced on for a simple try under the posts. An easy conversion brought the scores level at 12-12 with 10 minutes left.

Clacton's response to this threat was to dig in and search for that extra gear. They seemed to find it and twice were able to force line outs on the opposition’s 5 metre line but were unable to take advantage. But with just 2 minutes to go the backs found their hands again and Ollie Redpath made a determined run, breaking two tackles to cross the line and put his side once again 5 points in front. Clacton gathered the restart and played out the last moments off the game and very obviously enjoyed the sound of the final whistle. 

The Lonsdale Landscapes Man of the Match award went to Scott Amman who was a constant nuisance to the opposition, disrupting their game from start to finish, mainly with his tackling but also on two occasions with a kiss on the forehead for his opponent!

So the 17-12 win put Clacton up another place into 2nd in the division and at the midway point in the season are very happy with the job done so far. 

Next Saturday [17th December 2011] the Kestrels play host to the Colchester Cavaliers who will be looking for revenge after Clacton beat them on their home turf at the start of the season. Kick off at Vista Road is 2.15 pm.
Clacton First XV will also be in action when they visit Maldon for an Essex League Division One fixture.
